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Pastor Diana’s Message 

February 2020 Caller 

What a lovely feeling to have our family 
over for the holidays.  People were 
laughing, playing and talking loudly while 
decorating, cooking or perhaps just picking 
up a Christmas cookie! What a priceless 
time! Those memories stay forever in our 
hearts. It is indeed, “good and delicious 
when all the brethren are together, because 
God sends His blessings upon them” –
Psalm 133. 

We had a wonderful and busy Advent/
Christmas season. This year we partnered 
once again with The Adopt a Family 
Program to provide gifts for the TESS 
Center. We thank you for your generosity—

especially the Servant team and the Mission 
Outreach Committee. We donated 16 
baskets of non-perishable food and toys to 
designated families with children and we 
distributed the gifts door by door. This 
enabled us to connect with four new 
families. Thanks to Mrs. Carol Miller of 
Epworth UMC, we donated 50 new winter 
jackets to the neighbors!   

The Prayer Shawl Team made 162 hats 
and scarves that were donated to school 
children. We went to the 7-Eleven and 
Home Depot to share hot chocolate and 
sweet bread to the daily laborers.  

The Hughes Soccer Academy celebrated 
the Posada with an attendance of 95 people 
and gave away 70 toys. Our Christmas 
candlelight service had 30 Latino parents 
and children with us and a family from 
Burkina Faso. My deep gratitude to all the 
faithful and loyal servants for their support 
and love toward our church ministries.  One 
crucial volunteering activity is filling bags of 
food for low-income school students to take 
home over the weekend. 

Please see photos on page 3 that bring to 
life the activities I have described above. 

Is there more to expect? What is new in 
2020? 

Our United Methodist Church is going 

through a painful and difficult time. On 
January 3rd, the Council of Bishops 
announced a “Protocol of Reconciliation 
and Grace through Separation” which is a 
proposal for General Conference to allow 
for an amicable separation.  

You can visit this page to download the 

original document: 

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/fil

es/websites/www/pdfs/signed+umc+medi

ation+protocoal+statement+-2020.pdf 

Our Bishops are calling us to unite in 
prayer. That is why we started the month 
with 21 days of prayer. Although we know 
that some changes are for good, still it is 
painful and hard to let some things go and 
even more difficult to embrace and accept 
new ones. I invite you to pray, trust and 
keep being faithful to God’s plans.  

As a local church, I believe we must focus 
on our primary goal of spiritual and 
numerical growth. This is what will make our 
church thrive again. I have faith in the 
power of the Holy Spirit and in you that we 
can make it! 

In February, we will do a six week adult 
formation study by using the Baltimore-

Washington material WHO ARE WE? It will 
be offered once a week bringing 
opportunities to participate during the night 
or day time (TBA). Starting in February, 
pastor Diana will start 3 new small groups at 
people’s homes. This includes the Soccer 
league moms and two new families that 
came to the Posada.  

On March 1st at 10:00 am we will begin 
an 8-weeks adult study for people attending 
the noon service. This will help us to unite 
the children in Sunday school. At 11:10 am 
we will have coffee fellowship time as a 
whole congregation, just before the noon 
service.  

I pray that we will go together as a strong 
team serving, loving and caring for the lost 
and needy ones. God is with us! 
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Que hermoso es tener familia durante 
la navidad. -Gente riéndose, jugando y 
platicando en voz alta mientras decora-
mos la casa, quizás alguno comiéndose 
¡las galletitas de Santa! Son momentos 
invaluables. No tienen 

 precio. Esos recuerdos quedan en el 
corazón para siempre. Ahí se cumple la 
palabra del salmo 133 “Que hermoso en 
cuando los hermanos están juntos y en 
armonía, ahí nada el Señor bendición y 
vida eterna. 

Tuvimos una navidad súper linda y muy 
ocupada.  Este año nuevamente la con-
gregación apoyó el proyecto de familias 
de la organización Tess. Se enviaron mu-
cha comida y regalos a las familias. Gra-
cias por taste generosidad. Especialmen-
te, a los equipos de Servant team y Mis-
sion and Out-Reach por donar los fondos 
para nuestros eventos. Donamos 16 ca-
nastas de comida básica a las familias 
necesitadas. Esto nos facilitó el conectar-
nos con gente nueva. Gracias al buen y 
generoso corazón de la hermana Carol 
Miller se donaron 50 chaquetas de in-
vierno a los niños en la posada. El minis-
terio de mujeres de Oración Por Los En-
fermos, tejieron 165 sombreros y bufan-
das para los niños de las escuelas. Fui-
mos al 7-Eleven y Home Depot a repartir 
chocolate caliente y pan a los hombres 
que esperan trabajo. La Academia de 
Soccer infantil celebro la posada con casi 
95 personas, ¡piñatas, comida, juegos, 
música y juguetes! EL servicio navideño 
del día 24 de diciembre estuvo muy bien 
asistido con 30 Hispanos. ¡Hicimos un 
buen trabajo!  ¡Somos un equipo! 

¿Esperamos más? ¿Qué viene este 
2020? 

Este año 2020 es el año de los mila-
gros. Y ya están sucediendo cosas nue-
vas. Nuestra denominación metodista uni-
da tiene el libro de disciplinas que toda 
iglesia local y pastores debemos cumplir. 

Ahí claramente se prohíbe que los pasto-
res metodistas unidos casemos personas 
del mismo sexo. Algunas personas no es-
tán de acuerdo con eso y quieren violar la 
disciplina casino personas del mismo gé-
nero. Debido a esto, muchas iglesias se 
están separando de la denominación. Los 
obispos se reunieron y trabajaron en un 
Protocolo de Separación Pacifica. Ahí se 
establece que los pastores y las iglesias 
que no quieren casar personas del mismo 
sexo, se pueden separar de la iglesia me-
todista unidad y afiliarse a la nueva deno-
minación “Denominación del Pacto Wes-
leyano” Esta nueva denominación meto-
dista (no metodista unida), prohíbe el ca-
samiento de dos personas del mismo se-
xo. Todo este protocolo de una separa-
ción pacifica, será presentado en la próxi-
ma conferencia general en Mayo. Debe-
mos estar orando por nuestra iglesia ge-
neral. 

Por eso, comenzamos el año con 21 
días de oración. Como iglesia local creo 
que debemos concentrarnos en nuestras 
metas que son crecer espiritualmente y 
numéricamente. Tenemos la visión del C3 
(círculos de 3) para que cada uno de us-
tedes gane a tres nuevas personas. Tam-
bién, debemos unificar la iglesia. Por eso, 
en febrero ofreceremos un curso de 6 se-
manas con el tema ¿Quiénes Somos? 
Será un día por semana en el día o en la 
noche. Este curso es bilingüe. En Marzo 
1ro comenzamos un curso de 8 semanas 
de un Instituto Bíblico. Sera los domingos 
a las 10:00am. Los niños y jovencitos ten-
drán su escuela dominical a esa hora. A 
las 11:15am tendremos tiempo de café y 
convivencia fraternal como una sola igle-
sia. Esperamos que aquellos que no pue-
den asistir los jueves a los estudios, pue-
dan asistir a este curso. 

Continúo orando por cada uno de uste-
des para ver su compromiso y crecimien-
to con Cristo. 
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The Baltimore-Washington Conference has put together a six week study for all local 
churches. This is to help all of the United Methodist people go through this difficult time 
that our denomination is facing. The study is based on the critical conversation that we 
need to have as people of faith. WHO ARE WE?  

It will be held on Wednesdays at 1:00 pm in the Parlor from February 12 to March 18. 
There is a participant's guide that you must read before we start. Please contact pastor 
Diana or the church office to sign in.  

 

Photos Throughout the Holidays 
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February Preaching Series 

Believe!  

 
Week 1  Believe-A Real Relationship with God is Possible: Mark 9:14-29 

A relationship with God is like any other relationship we have and a real relationship 
with God is possible for those who believe He is real! 
 

Week 2: Believe-It Is Possible to Overcome Anything!   Romans 8:35-39 

Life, sometimes put us into difficult situations that are scary and seem difficult to 
overcome them. But God teaches us that we all can be overcomers through God, and 
that we must support each other in the process. 
 

Week 3: Believe-It is possible to Dance in the Rain: Romans 15:9-13 

                 Luke 8:43-48 

Life is not about waiting for the storms to pass, it is about learning to dance in the rain.  

 

Week 4: Believe-The Impossible Is Possible!   Jeremiah 32:20-27 

Anyone can move mountains through payer and we need to pray big prayers! 

The Giving Tree gifts were delivered by those in the photo below, and were 
received enthusiastically,  Enjoy the thank you notes on the next page. 

Please join us for our diversity dinner on Friday, February 28 at 6:30 pm in the 
Hughes Social Hall. This is a multicultural and diverse event sponsored by Impact-
Silver Spring and our church. Please bring a dish to share and come ready to an 
open community conversation with our neighbors.   

Our Church Family 
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My Dear Hughes Family, 

Words do not often convey feelings that one has when facing challenges in our 

lives, such as during my recent illness.  

I want you to know that I really appreciated the cards, flowers, phone calls, and 

visits to Holy Cross Hospital, Wilson Health Care Center, as well as our home. Wal-

ter is also included in thanks to you for rides and delicious homemade soup.  

All of this was sincerely welcomed. It is with gratitude and love that I thank you! 

Delores Ann “Dee” Varner 

Financial Snapshot 

 December Income       Year to date Income 

  $97,912.25           $552,729.17   

 December Expenses      Year to date expenses 

  $41,415.30           $553,172.85   
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Adult Church Retreat Report 

I am delighted to share my experience at the Adult Church Retreat held from 

October 25 – 27, 2019 at the Penn National Inn in Fayetteville, Pa.  It is my third 

and each time has been different. Rev. Carletta Allen was the facilitator and lead us 

in the study by William H. Willlmon and Stanley Hauerwas – “Lord, Teach Us: The 

Lord’s Prayer and the Christian Life”.  It was so good to see familiar faces again. 

It was a great time of reconnecting, reflection and retreating to self in so many 

ways.  It was a time to make space to encounter and hear from God in a fresh way.  

When life is full with busy schedules, we can be blown about by competing 

demands and the chaos of everyday activities.  It was an opportunity to spare 

myself from all the chaos and re-center my focus on God. Rev. Allen did a good job 

in breaking down the Lord’s Prayer, allowing us to understand and to see how it has 

changed us, experience the spiritual discernment from reading and listening to the 

word and experience God’s will for our lives. Reading the Lord’s prayer to our 

children exposes them to faith as they mature into Christian hood. It allows us to be 

a witness to God’s name as it becomes an event in our daily lives.    

I encourage HUMC to do this every year or even alternate years.  Spiritual 

retreats are one of the most powerful tools we can implement to increase our faith, 

draw closer to God and come back home feeling like a different person.   

Blessings, 

Annisa Cline-Thomas 

 


